This is the first comprehensive study in English of Bruno Bauer, a leading Hegelian philosopher of the 1840s. Inspired by the philosophy of Hegel, Bauer led an intellectual revolution that influenced Marx and shaped modern secular humanism. In the process he offered a republican alternative to liberalism and socialism, criticised religious and political conservatism, and set out the terms for the development of modern mass and industrial society.
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A catalog record for this book is available from the British Library. I owe special thanks to my wife and children for their love and forbearance. Alison, Iain, and Catriona have patiently endured extended periods of preoccupation and unavailability. My parents and family have always been models of courage, generosity, and dedication. They embody the virtues of self-transcendence in the most admirable sense. To the memory of my mother and father, I dedicate this book.
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